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CGSexposed.com

Flow of Ideas

●

●

Theosophy

●

Montessori

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

“2. With this aim in mind, the catechist
embraces Maria Montessori’s vision of the
human being and thus the attitude of the
adult regarding the child; and prepares an
environment called the atrium, which aids the
development of the religious life.”
https://www.cgsusa.org/discover/the-cgs-method-past/the-32-points-of-reflection/

Montessori the Theosophist
“Following her death in 1952, the Society President, C. Jinarajadasa, reported
that Maria Montessori did in fact join the Theosophical Society on May 23,
1899. Her original application had been found by the Recording Secretary's
Office at Adyar. There being no Italian Section the time, Montessori joined the
European Section and was admitted by the General Secretary, Mr Otway
Cuffe. Her membership was later dropped. …...Montessori gave full voice to
the spirituality which had always been in her work....couched in language
appreciated by the Theosophical Community.”
History of Education Society Bulletin (1985) vol 36 pp53-54

According to the Journal of Theosophy ; The Montessori Method was
published in 1912 and much of her work was published by the Theosophical
Publishing House.
●

First Montessori school began in 1907.

Don’t Teach
“I am not yet prepared to go as far as the Montessori
system in leaving complete liberty to the child, because I
have not tried it yet. But the main idea is right, that you
should help the child to teach himself. That is the great
secret of all education. Not that you should pour into his
brain, as if it were an empty vessel, a certain number of
facts that he was to memorize, but that you should draw
out his powers of observation, his intelligence, and later
his power of reasoning.”1 Annie Besant


Annie Besant, ‘Wake up, India; a plea for social reform.’ pg184
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015028050022&view=1up&seq=196

Maria Montessori
●

●

“The child unconscious drinks in divine power,
whilst the reasoning consciousness of the adult
is but human.”
The child, society and the The Child, Society and the World: Unpublished Speeches and Writings, Maria Montessori

What is a teacher ?
“What is a teacher ? He is nothing more nor less than an
ambassador, an ambassador from the eternal soul to its
temporary dwelling-place, the body. Madame Montessori
has, I believe, realised this fundamental relationship
between the teacher and the child. She says that the
teacher watches. It is the work of the teacher to watch, not
to control ; not to give instruction, but to educate, to watch,
to draw out that which already is there; not that which has
previously been put in, but that which is already there
waiting to be expanded.”
Annie Besant, Theosophy and world-problems, pg. 95
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.31175015498697?urlappend=%3Bseq=105

Montessori on the Teacher
“Consequently the task of the new teacher has become much more delicate than that
of the old one,... The most difficult thing is to make the teacher understand that if the
child is to progress she must eliminate herself and give up those prerogatives that
hitherto were considered to be the sacred rights of the teacher. She must clearly
understand that she cannot have any immediate influence either upon the formation
or upon the inner discipline of the students, and that her confidence must be placed
and must rest in their hidden and latent energies. Certainly there is something that
compels the teacher to continually advise the small children, to correct them or
encourage them, showing them that she is superior on account of her experience and
her culture. But until she is able to resign herself, to silence the voice of all vanity,
she will not be able to attain any result.” Maria Montessori
https://www.levir.com.br/theosophy/Child.htm

Children are Divine

“A vital contribution of the Theosophist to educate is…
the assertion of the fundamental divinity of man, and of
the gradual deification of man as the process of
evolution. This fact, I venture to think, is of vital
importance in education. The child is not only an ageold soul, but he is also, in essence, Divine, and he has
the three great gifts of Divinity, of God to man, and of
God to His creation—essential omnipotence, essential
omniscience, and the time to make the essential real.
Annie Beasant, Theosophy and world-problems, pg. 93
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/uc1.31175015498697?urlappend=%3Bseq=103

Maria Montessori
●

●

“The child unconscious drinks in divine power,
whilst the reasoning consciousness of the adult
is but human.”
The child, society and the The Child, Society and the World: Unpublished Speeches and Writings, Maria Montessori

Innate Knowledge in CGS
A biography of the CGS founder Sophia Cavalletti states:
"She works from the theological assumption that Catechesis
offers children the opportunity to relate to God whom "they
innately know and perceive." It is not a "catechesis of
definition but a catechesis of invitation"
https://www.biola.edu/talbot/ce20/database/sofia-cavalletti
“We must remember that religion is a universal sentiment which is inside everybody
and has been inside every person since the beginning of the world. It is not
something which we must give to the child."
Maria Montessori

Modernism
“Therefore, since God is the object of religion, we must
conclude that faith, which is the basis and the foundation
of all religion, consists in a sentiment…” Pascendi Dominici
Gregis (September 8, 1907) | PIUS X

All Public revelation ended with the last apostle.

●

●

The articles of faith are passed on to each generation,
beginning with the apostles.

Children have Knowledge
Within






"the only Teacher is Christ; both children and adults place
themselves in a listening stance before his Word"
The catechist is not a teacher, remembering that the only
Teacher is Christ himself. The catechist renounces every
form of control"
"The material makes it possible for the catechist to assume
his/her proper “post” as “the useless servant.”"
CGS 32 Points of Reflection

Be like a Child
●

And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me. Matthew 18:2-5
–

●

Ver. 3. “You shall not enter, &c. i.e. you shall have no place in my kingdom of glory, in heaven, where
none shall find admittance but they that are truly humble. Wi. — Our Lord in this and the next chapter
teaches us, 1st, To sit down in the lowest place; 2nd, to bear patiently with our neighbor; 3rd, not to
scandalize a weak brother; 4th, mildly to correct him when faulty; and 5thly, to forgive him when
repentant.” Haydock Commentary

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I
became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 1 Corinthians 11:13

Children Know More then Adults




“the catechist embraces Maria Montessori’s vision of the
human being”
Montessori's article in the theosophist: The Child: The Eternal Messiah

– 27. The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is also concerned with
helping adults open their eyes to the hidden riches of the child,
especially to the child’s spiritual wealth, so that adults will be
drawn to learn from the child and to serve him/her...”


CGS 32 Points of Reflection

Maria Montessori
“The child unconscious drinks in divine power, whilst the
reasoning consciousness of the adult is but human.”

●

●

The child, society and the The Child, Society and the World: Unpublished Speeches and Writings, Maria Montessori

●

A biography of the CGS founder Sophia Cavalletti states:

The years she has spent doing biblical and liturgical catechesis with
children have shown her children's deep and mysterious relationship with
God, a relationship that she feels is much more serious than that of
adults, and one that they are more vitally capable of enjoying.
https://www.biola.edu/talbot/ce20/database/sofia-cavalletti

●

Egalitarian/Inverted

●

In Montessori schools, teachers are called by their first name.

How is this Accomplished
●

You can observe online.

●

“I wonder”

●

Point at and move material objects.

●

Has some good aspects

Ends of Catechesis
●

Knowledge of the Faith

●

Liturgical Education

●

Moral Formation

●

How to Pray

CONGREGATION FOR THE CLERGY,GENERAL DIRECTOR FOR CATECHESIS

"Only materials that aroused much interest and deep joy were kept. They were
seeking the most essential and the simplest materials that would help the
personal work of the children so that the children would be able to grasp the
message of the Scripture or the liturgy."
https://www.biola.edu/talbot/ce20/database/sofia-cavalletti

●

Primarily about education, not conjuring religious sentiment.

Small list of Missing Doctrines
●

●

Q. Where do we find the chief truths taught by Jesus Christ through the Catholic
Church?

●

Q. Was any human person ever preserved from original sin?

●

Q. What is mortal sin?

Q. What do we mean when we say that God is the Supreme Being?
●

●

Q. What are some of the perfections of God?

●

Q. Can we know God in any other way than by our natural reason?

●

Q. What is Divine Tradition?

●

●

●

Q. Besides depriving the sinner of sanctifying grace, what else does mortal sin do
to the soul?

●

Q. What three things are necessary to make a sin mortal?

●

Q. What is venial sin?

●

Q. How can a sin be venial?

●

Q. When was the Son of God conceived and made man?

●

Q. What were the chief sufferings of Christ?

Q. Has Divine Tradition the same force as the Bible?
Q. What do we mean by the Blessed Trinity?
Q. Can we fully understand how the three Divine Persons, though really distinct
from one another, are one and the same God?

●

Q. What do we mean when we say in the Apostles’ Creed that Christ descended
into hell?

●

Q. What gifts did God bestow on the angels when He created them?

●

Q. How many kinds of grace are there?

●

Q. Is this likeness to God in the body or in the soul?

●

Q. What are the chief effects of sanctifying grace?

●

Q. How is the soul like God?

●

Q. What are the chief supernatural powers that are bestowed on our souls with
sanctifying grace?

Why CGS Program Lacks Content?
Ecumenism?
“Ecumenism is, first of all, an act of faith that opens completely
new horizons before us." Sofia Cavalletti – READ SOFIA’S PERSPECTIVE ON CGS
AS A CONTINUUM

“The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is open to all Christians of
various denominations and of different commitments within the
church."
#29 Characteristics of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
"Ecumenism is not just a branch of catechesis; rather, the spirit of
ecumenism does permeate the whole of catechesis."
(p. 123 Religious Potential of the Child, 6-12 years)

False Ecumenism?
●

●

198. "In the context of different Christian confessions, the
Bishops may deem opportune or necessary specific
ecumenical co-operation in the area of religious instruction. It
is important, however, that Catholics are guaranteed, at the
same time, a genuinely Catholic catechesis, by specific
provisions and with all the more care."
General Directory for Catechesis.
Usually false ecumenism leads to watering down of the faith.

Content
"According to Cavalletti, she and Gobbi made many mistakes and had
to throw away some of the materials they had created as they
searched to find the essential themes and elements that correspond
to the needs of the children. Only materials that aroused much
interest and deep joy were kept. They were seeking the most
essential and the simplest materials that would help the personal
work of the children so that the children would be able to grasp the
message of the Scripture or the liturgy. Therefore, anything that was
not essential was removed from the atrium."
https://www.biola.edu/talbot/ce20/database/sofia-cavalletti

Catechisms of old had a specific structure.
●
Creeds were the first catechisms.
●

Religious Education
“There are some things you all agree about—the existence of God,
the duties of man, the love of the neighbor, the duty to the country.
These are common things, that you all agree upon. Teach these in
your elementary schools, and let the quarrels of religion wait until—
if you could leave them altogether it would be better—until after,
say, the University course. Teach the common truths of religion in
the simplest possible form, and teach morals, more than what you
would call distinctly religious dogmas. Do not teach morals by
precept. Teach them by stories and by examples.”
Annie Besant, ‘Wake up, India; a plea for social reform.’ pg184
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015028050022&view=1up&seq=196

Simplest Possible Form
Teach the common truths of religion in the
simplest possible form. Annie Besant
“They were seeking the most essential and the simplest materials that would
help the personal work of the children so that the children would be able to
grasp the message of the Scripture or the Liturgy.”
https://www.biola.edu/talbot/ce20/database/sofia-cavalletti

Ecumenism
“There are some things you all agree about—the existence of God, the duties of man, the
love of the neighbor, the duty to the country. These are common things, that you all agree
upon. Teach these in your elementary schools, and let the quarrels of religion wait until—if
you could leave them altogether it would be better—until after, say, the University course.
Teach the common truths of religion in the simplest possible form, and teach morals,
more than what you would call distinctly religious dogmas. Do not teach morals by
precept. Teach them by stories and by examples.” Annie Besant
"Ecumenism is not just a branch of catechesis; rather, the spirit of ecumenism does
permeate the whole of catechesis."
“Cavalletti is thrilled that CGS is being used by many Christian traditions”
https://www.biola.edu/talbot/ce20/database/sofia-cavalletti

Just Stories
“Teach the common truths of religion in the simplest possible form, and teach morals, more than what
you would call distinctly religious dogmas. Do not teach morals by precept. Teach them by stories and by
examples.” Annie Besant
●

●

“Cavalletti believes that this form of catechesis has "refound its biblical content," and, by focusing on the
use of parables, as Jesus did, rather than on formulae and definitions, it has "refound the biblical method"
(1984, 88). Parables invite meditation as they connect the reality of daily life with the reality of the
Kingdom of God. The parable is not to be explained, which would "treat it like a definition" and "to betray
its nature" (89). She discourages the use of isolated verses of Scripture to illustrate a point that would
prevent the listener from having a direct experience with the Word of God for herself or himself. She
advocates giving the listeners the passage complete in itself so that they may dialog with the texts, "have
a living encounter with them"”
https://www.biola.edu/talbot/ce20/database/sofia-cavalletti

●

The teachings of Confucius does contain truths, but they are not adequate for catechetical formation.

●

Parables and Maxims

●

Not 10 commandments

CGS C0-Founder
●

Jewish Scholar

●

Biblical Scholar
–

●

●

Sofia
Cavalletti

Used Historical Critical Method

Involved with the Ecumenical movement in Rome
No formal training that would qualify her to produce a
catechesis program.

Influence of Teilhard
One thought that certainly had great importance in my life is the work of
Teilhard de Chardin. It is Dad who introduced me to him and I made
abundant readings, which allowed me to get out of the nineteenth-century
atmosphere (or at least pre-Second Vatican Council ), in which we had
grown up. The nineteenth century was certainly a very negative century for
the Church, that instead of teaching us that faith is an equal - in which the
only certainty is God, who is certainly a charming character, but not so easy
to understand - he sought certainties (until that of infallibility!) and therefore
narrowed his horizons. The "wisest wisdom of God than the wisdom of men"
was precisely forgotten. With Teilhard the windows opened for me and a
different air began to circulate. His cosmic vision fascinated me and it
seemed to get along perfectly with the Bible.” (Translated from the Italian)
https://www.biola.edu/talbot/ce20/database/sofia-cavalletti

The Religion of Teilhard
●

Omea Point

●

Perfection of Theosophy

Teilhard said:
“...the birth of a new faith for the world I believe only Christianity
can carry it out… I am convinced of it: The religion of the
future is on the point of springing forth from a new christology
stretched out to the organic dimensions of our new universe.”
Approaches, March 1966, “The Strange Faith of Teilhard de Chardin” by Henri Rambaud

More Teilhard
CCC/Tradition
 Creation
 Redemption
 Sanctification

Teilhard de Chardin


Creation



Redemption



Parousia

“In the 6-9 atrium, the child was introduced to God’s Reign as it
has unfolded in time, focusing on the three key moments of
Creation, Redemption, and the Parousia.”

Cosmic Education
“we are created in order to evolve the cosmos.”
Maria Montessori, “Absorbent Mind” pg.56.

“Maria Montessori Explains: We use the term “cosmic education” to refer to an education
which is an effective preparation of the new generations to understand how humanity is being
drawn towards a unified whole. This concept must not be presented as some ideal imposed
upon mankind in order to judge their actions, but as a pre-existent reality which is constantly
unfolding. We are not talking about the forcing of human beings to cooperate with each other
so as to be united. Rather, we are speaking about elevating human consciousness to
something that already exists…”
Sophia Cavaletti, “The Religious Potential of the Child 6 to 12 Years Old,” pg 33.

Why did the Catholic Church
approve of CGS?
Never approved by the USCCB.

●

Who are they?

●

CGS International

●

●

Does not report to the Catholic Church.

●

Perhaps there good Catholics on the CGS board.

CGSUSA

Sister Linda Gibler, O.P.

https://cctheo.org/events/weaving-our-gifts

https://weavingourgifts2015a.sched.com/?searchstring=catherine

https://cctheo.org/catalog/books/interfaith-materials

https://cctheo.org/store/zenergy-meditation-chime

How did they get approved?
●

Individual priests and bishops give their approval because the
program looks impressive.
●

●

In many ways it is not their fault

Never approved by the USCCB.

●

"It was the judgment of the Ad Hoc Committee that because of
its very nature as a Montessori program, The Catechesis of the
Good Shepard does not lend itself to the possibility of a
conformity review."
USCCB Office for Catechism

Where can I get copy of class
Curriculum?
●

There is no master copy of the curriculum.
●

Taught by word of mouth.
●

●

Album pages, the class curriculum, are written by aspiring catechists
during class training under the direction of the CGS trainer
There are variations in album pages, as the content is dependent on
the instruction of the class trainer.
●
●

This prevents consistency
Prevents accountability
●
You could have just had a bad teacher.

Raid the Album Pages
●

●

●

The album pages show what is being taught to
the children.
A parish priest or Bishop can use this method to
verify our claims.
Don’t take our word, look for yourself.

Doctrines change
●

"As Catechesis of the Good Shepherd catechists, we are
continually writing and refining our albums that contain descriptions
of each presentation we offer to children, including its sources and
doctrinal content. Each catechist’s album is in continual revision
and there is no complete set of album pages that is published."
https://www.cgsusa.org/wp-content/uploads/CGS-Conformity-with-t
he-CCC_RC-Tradition.pdf

●

Doctrinal content should not change.

●

No method to verify that all the programs are orthodox

How are they refining the
content?
“Only materials that aroused much interest and deep joy were kept. They were
seeking the most essential and the simplest materials that would help the
personal work of the children so that the children would be able to grasp the
message of the Scripture or the liturgy. Therefore, anything that was not essential
was removed from the atrium."
https://www.biola.edu/talbot/ce20/database/sofia-cavallett
Has there ever been a class where it is appropriate to teach by removing content
that does not bring joy to a student?

●

We must ask whether this is intent to teach our children, or water down our faith?

●

Available at:
Internet Archive

The Problems of Maria
Montessori

https://youtu.be/2yOjmxoesTE?t=47

